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Some of the most sought-after holiday homes in the Lakes are luxury lodges, which  
combine quality accommodation with top locations. Suzanne Elsworth finds out more

Lodge living

Imagine a holiday home where you 
can lie back and watch the stars 
through a giant glass ceiling, or shut 
out the world with black-out blinds 
to create a home cinema you can 
control from any room. 

Then there are the freestanding egg 
baths, waterfall showers, walk-in 
wardrobes, mood lighting, TVs ready for 
PlayStations or Blu-ray technology, 
worktops made from Silestone quartz 
that’s more expensive than granite and 
Velux windows fitted with rain sensors.

Now you realise that this isn’t your 

ordinary bricks-and-mortar holiday 
home. Once upon a time, an earlier 
incarnation of this property would have 
been called a static caravan. Now they’re 
lodges, and the very best ones put even 
brick-built homes in the shade – 
something that’s evident in their impres-
sive price tags. 

When you consider that houses on the 
shores of Windermere command prices up 
to £5 million, a holiday lodge costing 
nearly £800,000 could be seen as a 
bargain property purchase.

£799,995 is the price-tag on The  

Skylantern, located at Fallbarrow Park, 
Bowness-on-Windermere, which is  
setting the bar high in the world of lodge 
living. It’s bigger than the average family 
home, is the first lodge in the UK to 
feature a dramatic lantern-style glass  
roof, has all of those luxuries mentioned 
above, and more.

Andrew Evans, national sales director 
at Park Resorts, which owns Fallbarrow 
Park, says quality is now something that 
lodge purchasers expect. He added: 
“Lodges are very much a lifestyle choice 
and are used by many of our owners as 

The £799,995 Skylantern 
super lodge, Fallbarrow Park 
at night and below, the lounge 
and kitchen
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‘Lodges are very  
much a lifestyle choice 
and are used by many 

of our owners as homes 
from home’

homes from home. In fact, some of the 
higher end lodges are larger and fitted 
with more mod cons than a typical 
two-bedroomed bungalow or apartment; 
from large walk-in dressing rooms to 
surround sound systems and dial-in 
heating and lighting controls that can be 
accessed remotely.”

Ken Pridmore, office manager at 
Cumbrian Cottages, agrees that quality is 
key. He said: “Those holiday homes which 
are furnished to a high standard are our 
best letting properties. Owners who don’t 
reinvest in their fixtures and fittings find 
that their bookings will die away. People 
expect more nowadays.”

But it’s not just the quality of accom-
modation which is driving the popularity 
of lodge living in and around the Lake 
District. Location plays a huge part – and 
that’s one of the best things about buying 
a second home on a holiday park. From 
lakeshores to fell tops, the seaside or green 
fields, Cumbria has them all.

Ken added: “People like the fact that 
lodges offer something a little bit 
different, often in a great rural setting.”

Lynne Waite, sales manager at Fallbar-
row Park, added: “People love that 
Fallbarrow is very beautiful. It has lovely 
scenery, it’s leafy, is right on the lake, and 
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offers absolute peace and quiet.
“It appeals to a broad spectrum of 

visitors – families, retired people and 
working couples. You do occasionally get 
groups, as well as people who buy with 
their siblings, as well as business partners. 

“The main reason they buy is because  
they want a place in the Lakes, near the 
water and close to the village, and the 
majority of people have been coming here 
for years.”

Today’s holiday parks are a far cry  
from the static caravans and holiday 
camps of the past. The caravanning boom 
of the 1960s saw this type of holiday grow 
in popularity as it gave families and 
couples alike the chance to get out into the 
great outdoors and the freedom to do it 
their way. But those chalet-filled holiday 
camps were nothing new even then – they 
date back to Victorian times.

The demand from visitors for extra 
facilities on site varies massively – some 
want to simply hide away, while others 
prefer more options. At Fallbarrow, for 

example, there’s The Barn, a coffee house 
and deli, as well as the Boathouse Bar.

Lowther Holiday Park, in the grounds 
of Lowther Castle, near Penrith, offers 
similar options, like the Squirrel Inn 
Restaurant & Bar and a well-stocked Mini 
Market which caters for day-to-day needs. 
There are also four play areas and a games 
room to keep the children entertained.

At Storrs Hall, Windermere, there are 
nine lakeside lodges and guests get the use 
of some more glamorous facilities. They’re 
welcome to dine at the neighbouring four 
star hotel’s award-winning restaurant, 
relax in the bar or lounges or picnic on the 
manicured lawns. Both lodges and hotel 
are dog friendly and are currently being 
refurbished. 

General manager Sarah Evans said: 
“Guests love the lodges because they are 
modern, simple and comfortable. We do 
have regulars who book them year after 
year – they do get attached to them, to the 
level that some are concerned that we are 
refurbishing!”

Storrs Hall, Windermere, has nine lakeside lodges, each with its own private patio

Cumbrian Cottages’ Mount Pleasant, a five-star holiday home in Threlkeld

Lodge lowdown
● Lodges are a cost-effective way of
purchasing a holiday home as there’s
no stamp duty to pay on a holiday
lodge. You are simply buying the lodge
– not the land.
● Many Lake District parks offer lodge
licences of up to 50 years showing that
they are built to last and are a
long-term lifestyle investment.
● Other parks offer the opportunity to
purchase a leasehold pitch, which
could be up to 150 years.
● Lodges tend to be a lifestyle choice
rather than an investment, though
many owners choose to offset the
annual running costs by subletting.
Check the rules of your park and
individual lodge to ensure this is
allowed before purchasing.
● Fans of lodge living say purchasing
this type of property could be part of
the solution to the issues surrounding
second home ownership, allowing
traditional homes to be purchased by
local first time buyers.
● Check the length of season on your
park of choice. Many do offer a
12-month season but you cannot legally
live in a lodge on a holiday park – you
must have a registered home address
elsewhere.
● Don’t forget to budget for utility bills
like gas, electricity or water, and for
site fees, which vary hugely from park
to park.




